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CNERAL INFORMA TION
Creating Your Own Living Willow Sculpturcs

Congratulations on purchasinga kit from Musgrove
Willows — whether this is your first at’cemPt or you are a
seasoned Proxccssional, these few simplc guiclelincs should
rca”g help to get your Project started. We SUPPl9 enough
willow to make a basic structure, xco”owing our simplc
guic!e‘ if you recluire heavier cover, or a more ornate
dcsign then P!casc goto www.musg'ovcwi“ows.co.uk to

see our range of additional willows.

Willow has a rePutation for growing almost angwhere,
howevcr, we cannot guarantee how vigorous the growth
rate will be as different soil conditions, Posi’cioning and
maintenance, will all have an effect on the success of your
living willow feature. The varieties suPPlied are slower
growing, with a non invasive root system. However, we

advise agains’c Planting near drainage systems and buildings‘

It is recommended you read the whole of this !cacht,
before starti ng,

Tostart ...
# You will need basic tools such as a spade, string, marker

PCgS, garclen glOVCS, PT’UI’]CFS,

Diagram |

and bio-clegradablc garclen ties

!
&

(or fine willow to tie-off — some [ i
included) and mulch (oPtional).

& To simplhcg matters we have
two basic starting Points —

15cm minimum

circular (tcpecs, domes and

clﬁair SI’]C!tCI‘S .4 arbours) ancl

straight (tunnels, archways, 2l |iving fence/ hcclgc - chgcs)

& After Fincling a suitable Position for your structure, sniP
each rod’s base cliagona"g to ease Planting. (Diagram 1
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Circular structures ~ Tcpecs, Domes, Arbours

# Mark out the base, use a | Diagram 2
peg attached to some

string to ‘scratch’ a circle

into your turf. Don’t Forget
to leave a door space

(about 1 metre)! (Diagram 2)
(For an arbour simplg mark

out a semi-circle.) Use a

spade to clear a 30cm wide
5triP of excess turf from your base — leave the cloorwag

space intact. Add some compost to the cleared base, if

desired.

& Starting at the ‘doorpost’ PUSI’] two |ong rods into the

ground close toge’chcr, to a minimum clcPth of 15cm.

1 Continue Puslﬂing single large rods into
i the PrcParccl grouncl every 20cm.
Finish at the other ‘cloorpost’ with

another two !ong rods close toge’chcr.

& Twist two ‘cloorpost’ sets of rods

around each other and gen’clg towards

each other to make a cloorwag, twist

.Diagram 3

again and secure, at the rcc]uirccl

I’\cigl'lt, to comPle’ce the entrance arch. (Diagram B

& For a tcpcc gather togethcr the Diagram +

remaining willow at the toP and tie
off at the required height, using
thin willow strips or bio~clcgraclable s

ties. (Diagram 4) ,X:r;}
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Diagram 5

# Next add the medium

DA
For a dome start bg bending
oPPosite willow rods to meet in
the centre, and tie off at the
recluired height (Diagram 5).
Excess lenghh can be twisted
around itself to keep it neat, or

trimmed off later.

Diagram 6

length willow to weave into the
frame. Push two rods into the
grouncl at45 clegree angles,
hahcway between the largcr
rods. Then simplg weave them
quards into your structure
in a lattice or diamond pattern.
i you are creating a c]oorwag,

simplg ‘g0 back on your self

to avoid blocking the

entrance. (Diagram 6).

Diagram 7

Tie off the ends, as before, trim
where necessary, then water well

and leave to grow and thrivc.

For an Arbour follow the dome

instructions, but remember to PU”
the rear rods to the front centre
and tie off to create the semi-circular

structure. Itis sugges’ccd to Put an

additional two rods for suPPort at the back of the semi

circle, to increase the structures strcngth and give you the

initial shaPc. (Diagram 7).
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Straights - Tunnels, Archways, Fcclges

# Mark out your desired base lcngth by scratcl'linga
line/s ’cl’xrougl') your soil with a tent peg or similarJ then use
a sPade to remove any excess turf. Add some comPost to
the cleared base, if desired.

@ Push the large rods a minimum of 15cm into the ground
at 30cm intervals, make two long rows for a tunnel or

archwag —ora singlc line for a chgc.

Diagram 8
a & For tunnels, bend the oPPosite

9 ¥ Pair of large willow rods towards
cach other to create an arch. Twist
around each othcr, secure at the

_ required l’leigh’c, if necessary trim

i as required. (Diagram 8)

# Next weave the medium lcngth
willow into the tunnel. Push two 'J',__t ;:'
rods into the ground at45 |
clcgrce anglcs, haleag between "i ¥ ‘.}' o
|
I

Diagram9

R

the larger rods. Then simplg
weave them quards into your

structure in a large lattice, or

diamond Pattern. (Diagram 9

& Tie off the encls, as bcf:ore, trim where necessary, then

water well and leave to grow and thrive.

Musgrove Willows
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# Circles of willow can be
added to your structure to
add an extra feature and
strength‘ Simply take a Piece
of weaving willow and create

acircle. Add another Piecc

to build it up to forma
circular wrea’ch, Posi’cion your circle and secure with

the weaving willow.

Maintenance

Ensure all Plan’ced willow is watered well in its first year.
During the growing season (APril to September) the new
growth should be woven in to allow the structure to thicken
up. When the willow has lost its leaves and is dormant, cut

back the unwanted grow’ch and rcshape.

Mulch or bark chips can be Placccl around the bottom of

the Plantccl structure to suppress weeds and l'yo]cl moisture.

Remember, every structure is uniclue, soif you want to be a
bit more creative then £0 ahead - after all, a living structure
will change to reflect the seasons in any case. Enjog

Yourself!

If you recluire any more information we are happg to
recommend some excellent books, all of which are available
to buy from Musgrove Willows at very comPctitivc Prices.
Or, even bet’ccr, why not come andjoin us in the beautiful
Somerset countrgsicle for one of our Popular willow craft
courses? Please visit our website to find out more about

what Musgrovc Willows has to offer you.

Tel: 01278 691105




